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in military study. It is said that his Queenly sister,
' chancing to visit his quarters, recoiled in horror at
the stark, Spartan simplicity which she discovered.
As sisters will, she felt his bed, and discovered that
the Queen's brother slept on two hard planks with
two ordinary blankets for covering. He hammered
the same iron discipline into the soldiery, and within
two years of receiving his original commission was
gazetted a colonel. He held his men because it was
patent to them that although an officer and a prince,
he practised what he so sedulously preached. If his
demands of his men necessitated hardship, it naturally
followed o;hat these hardships would be shared by the
commander. He asked none to do what he would
not do. And, if he shared his men's hardships, he
also shared their companionship. He drank tea with
them as a matter of course, and was deaf to those
courtiers who would remind him of his rank and
suggest that there was a distinct line of demarcation
between the private soldier and a princely commander
of the Royal Bodyguard,
The Amir showed too much preference for the
company of Nadir, and showered too many unsought
honours upon him for the young colonel to be entirely
popular. He had the ear of the King, and this pro-
voked more than ordinary jealousy in many influential
quarters and, years later, it was to be this ill-feeling
which was to encompass his death* One of those
who took a violent dislike to the young favourite was
General Ghulam Haider Khan Charkhi, from whose
stock sprang one Ghulam Nabi, who was to die a
traitor's death for invading his country. It was the